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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 

\ ^> 1. A method of providing pay service^ over a network, 
comprising the steps of 

detecting a request for a designated pay service and 
an upper limit of an amount to be paid yor the designated 
pay service; and 

outputting information that represents a pay service 
other than the designated pay service which can be provided 
within the upper limit of the amount to be paid. 



355 



2. A method according to Claim 1 further comprising a 
step of requesting provision of /one of the designated pay 
service and the pay service th^it can be provided within the 
upper limit. 



3. A method according to Claim 1, wherein said 
outputting step includes a /step of judging whether a binding 
service is provided within the upper limit. 



4 . An apparatus fpr providing pay services over a 
network, comprising : 

detecting means for detecting a request for a 
designated pay service and an upper limit of an amount to be 
paid for the designated pay service; and 
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output means for outputting information that 
represents a pay service other than tne designated pay 
service which can be provided within /the upper limit of the 
amount to be paid. / 

5 . An apparatus according to Claim 4 , further 
comprising requesting means for requesting provision of one 
of the designated pay service and the pay service that can 
be provided within the upper limit. 

6. An apparatus according to Claim 4, wherein said 
outputting means includes judging means for judging whether 
a binding service is provided within the upper limit. 

7. A memory medium storing a program therein, the 
program comprising: / 

a step of detecting a request for a designated pay 
service and an upper 1 in/it of an amount to be paid for the 
designated pay service;/ and 

a step of outputting information that represents a pay 
service other than the designated pay service which can be 
provided within the upper limit of the amount to be paid. 

8. A memory medium according to Claim 7, further 
comprising a step <pf requesting provision of one of the 
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designated pay service arid the pay service that can be 
provided within the upperr limit. 



9. A memory medium according to Claim 7, wherein said 
outputting step inclufdes a step of judging whether a binding 
service is provided within the upper limit. 

10. A method of providing pay services over a network, 

comprising the steps of: 

judging a charge for a basic servd/ce; and 
outputting information which represents a service that 

can be provided within a payable lim/t without payment of a 

charge that will exceed the payables limit according to the 

judged charge for the basic service. 



11. A method according 
a step of requesting provi 
and the service that can be 
limit without exceeding th 



Cl^im 10 further comprising 
f one of the basic service 
ro^rided within the payable 
payabi^ limit. 



12 . An apparatus fox: providing pay services over a 
network, comprising 

judging means fqfr judging a charge for a basic 
service ; and 

output means tfor outputting information which 



represents a service that can be provi/ded within a payable 
limit without payment of a charge that will exceed the 
payable limit according to the judged charge for the basic 
service . 

13. An apparatus according to Claim 12, further 
comprising means for requesting/provision of one of the 
basic service and the service that can be provided within 
the payable limit without exceeding the payable limit. 



14. A memory medium ^boring a program therein, the 
program comprising : 

rge for a basic service; and 
information which represents a 
id within a payable limit without 
exceed the payable limit 



a step of judgi 
a step of out 
service that can be i> 



payment of a charge t:h 



ro\tfic 



w: 



according to the judced charge for the basic service. 

15. A memory medium according to Claim 14, further 
comprising a step off requesting provision of one of the 
basic service and the service that can be provided within 
the payable limit without exceeding the payable limit. 



16 . A method of providing a pay service over a 
network, comprising the steps of: 



detecting a request for a designated: service and an 
upper limit of a payable amount for the {designated service 
and 

outputting information that represents a pay service 
other than the designated service which can be provided 
beyond the upper limit of payable amount. 

17. A method according to cAaim 16, further 
comprising a step of requesting provision of one of the 
designated service and the service that can be provided 
beyond the upper limit of tfie Y>ayable amount . 



18. An apparatus f 
network , comprising : 

detecting means for 
designated service and ar 
for the designated servi 

output means for <pu 
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tng a pay servxce over a 



:ing a request for a 
.imit of a payable amount 

e ; and 

itputting information that 
represents a pay service other than the designated service 
which can be provided/beyond the upper limit of payable 
amount . 



19. An apparatus according to Claim 18, further 
comprising means for requesting provision of one of the 
designated service and the service that can be provided 



beyond the upper limit of the payable amount. 



20. A memory medium storing a program therein, the 
program comprising : 

a step of detecting a request /for a designated service 
and an upper limit of a payable amount for the designated 
service; and 

a step of outputting inform/ation that represents a pay 
service other than the designates service which can be 
provided beyond the upper limit/of payable amount. 



21. A memory mediunj 
comprising a step of reqi^e 
designated service and 
beyond the upper limit of 



accprding to Claim 20, further 
sti/nta prpvTsion of one of the 
ce that can be provided 
the paVable amount . 



22 . A method of providing a pay service over a 

network, comprising the ^teps of: 

judging a charge for a basic service; and 

outputting information which represents a service that 

requires payment of an /extra charge beyond an upper limit of 

a payable amount according to the judged charge for the 

basic service. 



23 . A method according to Claim 22 further comprising 
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the step of requesting prov 
and the service that requi 

24 . An apparatus f o 
network, comprising : 

judging means for judg 
service ; and 

output means for output 
represents a service that 
charge beyond an upper lim 
to the judged charge for the 

25. An apparatus ac 
comprising means for reque 
basic service and the servi 
extra charge. 




e basic service 
extra charge . 

rvice over a 

a basic 

which 
an extra 
amount according 



further 
one of the 
payment of the 



26. A memory mediuyh storing a program therein, the 

program comprising : 

a step of judging^ a charge for a basic. service; and 
a step of outputyting information which represents a 

service that requires payment of an extra charge beyond an 

upper limit of a payable amount according to the judged 

charge for the basi/b service 



27. A memory medium according to CClaim 26 further 
comprising a step of requesting provision of one of the 
basic service and the service that requires payment of the 
extra charge . 

28. An method of presenting/options for a pay service, 
comprising the steps of: 

detecting a setting that /requires payment of charge; 

and 

presenting an option thfeit requires payment of a charge 
larger than the detected set/ting and that falls within an 
upper limit of a payable/SGaarge . 



29. A method ac/cory 
comprising a step o 
and the option. 



g to Claim 28, further 
ecting one of the detected setting 



30. A method according to Claim 28, wherein at said 
presenting step, the/ option is presented according to a 
charge required by the detected setting. 



31. An apparatus for presenting options for a pay 
service , comprising : 

detecting means for detecting a setting that requires 
payment of a charge ; and 



option presenting means for presenting an option that 
requires payment of a charge larger tha/i the detected 
setting and that falls within an uppe^ limit of a payable 
charge . 

32. An apparatus according xJd Claim 31, further 
comprising selecting means for selecting one of the detected 
setting and the option. 



33. An apparatus according to Claim 31, wherein said 
presenting means present s /th^/opt ion according to a charge 
required by the detected /s« 

34 . A memory me d4jill^/^t coring a program therein, the 
program comprising ; 

a step of detecting a se^t^ng that requires payment of 
a charge ; and 

a step of presenting an option that requires payment 
of a charge larger than the detected setting and that falls 
within an upper limitt of a payable charge. 



35. A memory /medium according to Claim 34, wherein 
the program further comprises a step of selecting one of the 
detected setting ^nd the option. 



36. A memory medium according to (Claim 34, wherein at 
said presenting step, the option is presented according to a 
charge required by the detected setting. 

37. An accounting system having a service providing 
apparatus, a data processing apparatus, and an accounting 
apparatus, said accounting system/comprising: 

input means for inputting an upper limit of a charge 
payable for a requested service/ 

determining means for det/ermining candidates for a 
service which can be provL&ed/by said service providing 
apparatus within an upper limit of the charge; and 

reporting means for retoortifng information of the 
candidates to said data pra^e'essing apparatus. 

38. An accounting system Na^cording to Claim 37, 
wherein said input means/ inputs priority levels of the 
requested service and said determining means determines the 
candidates for a service which can be provided by said 
service providing apparatus within the upper limit of the 
charge according to the priority levels. 

39. An accour^ting system according to Claim 37, 
wherein said input means provides an input field on a screen 
of said data processing apparatus in which the upper limit 
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of the charge ils input . 



40. An accounting system according to Claim 37, 
wherein said reporting means provides the information of the 
candidates on a screen of said data processing apparatus so 
that any of the (candidates can be selected. 



41. An a&fcfounting system according to Claim 37, 
wherein when a^4h^fge for a requested service is set by a 
user and is within tfcte upper limit of the charge, said 
determining mearfis \determines the candidates for the service 
that can be provided within the upper limit of the charge. 



42. An accounting system according to Claim 37, 
wherein the requested service is a service of producing a 
printout of data. 



43. An accounting apparatus for performing accounting 
on provision of a predetermined service, comprising: 

upper limit acquiring means for acquiring an upper 
limit of a charge that is entered by a user; 

determining means f oy determining candidates for a 
service that can be provided within the upper limit of the 
charge ; and 

output means foif outputting information of the 
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candidates determined by the determining means. 

44. An apparatus according to /Claim 43, further 
comprising priority acquiring means /for acquiring user- 
designated priority levels, wherein said determining means 
determines the candidates for a service which can be 
provided within the upper limit oft the charge according to 
the priority levels. / 

45. An accounting method for performing accounting on 
provision of a predetermined service, comprising the steps 
Of: / 

acquiring an upper limit of a charge that is entered 
by a user; / 

determining candidates for a service that can be 
provided within the upper limit of the charge; and 

outputting information of the candidates determined in 
the determining step. / 

46. A method according to Claim 45, further 
comprising a step of/ acquiring user-designated priority 
levels, wherein in said determining step, the candidates for 
a service that can /be provided within the upper limit of the 
charge are determined according to the priority levels. 
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47. A computer-readable memory /medium which stores a 
program for performing accounting on /provision of a 
predetermined service, the program domprising: 

an acquiring step of acquiring an upper limit of a 
charge that is entered by a user; / 

a determining step of determining candidates for a 
service that can be provided within the upper limit of the 
charge ; and / 

an output step of outputtang information of the 
candidates determined in the determining step. 

48. A computer- readable memory medium according to 
Claim 47, wherein the program further comprises an acquiring 

Q step of acquiring priority /levels of set items which specify 

a setting for printing ana which are entered by a user, 
wherein the candidates for a service which can be 
provided within the upper limit of the charge are determined 
according to the priority levels. 

49. An apparatus for providing pay services over a 
network, comprising: / 

a detector than detects a request for a designated pay 
service and an upper limit of an amount to be paid for the 
designated pay service; and 

an output device that outputs information that 
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represents a pay service other than tMe designated pay 
service which can be provided within/ the upper limit of the 
amount to be paid. 

50. An apparatus according to Claim 49, further 
comprising a requesting device/that requests provision of 
one of the designated pay service and the pay service that 
can be provided within the upper limit. 

51. An apparatus a/ccording to Claim 49, wherein said 
output device includes A judging device that judges whether 
a binding service is provided within the upper limit. 



52 . An apparatus for providing ^ay services over a 
network, comprising : 

a judging device that judge^ a charge for a basic 
service; and 



an output device that o 
represents a service that c 
limit without payment of a 
payable limit according tqf t 
service . 



puts ^information which 

provided within a payable 
large that will exceed the 
ne judged charge for the basic 



53. An apparatus according to Claim 52, further 
comprising a requesting device that requests provision of 



one of the basic service and the service that can be 
provided within the payable limit wit/hout exceeding the 
payable limit. 



54 . An apparatus for providing a pay service over a 
network, comprising : 

a detector that detects a /request for a designated 
service and an upper limit of p. payable amount for the 
designated service; and 

an output device that Outputs information that 



represents a pay servic 
which can be provided k/e 
amount . 



55 . An apparal 
comprising a request i: 
one of the designate* 
provided beyond the 




ot/ier than the designated service 
d the upper limit of payable 



cording to Claim 54, further 
f g device that requests provision of 
service/ and the service that can be 
per limit of the payable amount. 



56 . An apparatus for providing a pay service over a 
network, comprising : 

a judging pvice that judges a charge for a basic 
service; and 

an output^ device that outputs information which 
represents a service that requires payment of an extra 



charge beyond an upper limit of a payable amount according 
to the judged charge for the basic servAce. 

57. An apparatus according to claim 56, further 
comprising a requesting device that ^requests provision of 
one of the basic service and the seyrvice that requires 
payment of the extra charge. 



58. An apparatus for presenting options for a pay 
service , comprising : 



a detector that detects 
payment of a charge ; and 

an option presenting 
that requires payment oft a /c 
setting and that falls w^t/nin 
charge . 



/a setting that requires 

vice that presents an option 
arge larger than the detected 
^axj upper limit of a payable 



59. An apparatus /according to Claim 58, further 
comprising a selecting/ device that selects one of the 
detected setting and the option. 



60. An apparatus according to Claim 58, wherein said 
presenting device presents the option according to a charge 
required by the detected setting. 
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61. An accounting system having/ a service providing 
apparatus, a data processing apparatus, and an accounting 
apparatus, said accounting system comprising: 

an input device that inputs ap upper limit of a charge 
payable for a requested service; 

a determining device that determines candidates for a 
service which can be provided by /said service providing 
apparatus within an upper limit of the charge; and 

a reporting device that reports information of the 
candidates to said data processing apparatus. 



62 . An accounting sy 
wherein said input device i 
requested service and said 
candidates for a service w^ 
service providing apparatus 



m according to Claim 61, 

s priority levels of the 
ermining device determines the 
ich oan be provided by said 
^within the upper limit of the 



charge according to the priority levels 



63. An accounting system according to Claim 61, 
wherein said input device provides an input field on a 
screen of said data processing apparatus in which the upper 
limit of the charge is input. 



64. An accounting system according to Claim 61, 
wherein said reporting device provides the information of 
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the candidates on a screen of saLd data processing apparatus 
so that any of the candidates c^n be selected. 

65. An account ingAsy sic em according to Claim 61, 
wherein when a charge for A requested service is set by a 
user and is within th^-Jtrpper limit of the charge, said 
determining device determines the candidates for the service 
that can be provided jwithin the upper limit of the charge. 

66. An accounting system according to Claim 61, 
wherein the requested service is a service of producing a 
printout of datya . 

67. An accounting apparatus for performing accounting 
on provision of a predetermined seryice, comprising: 

an upper limit acquiring devi/ce that acquires an upper 
limit of a charge that is entered/by a user; 

a determining device that determines candidates for a 
service that can be provided within the upper limit of the 
charge; and / 

an output device that outputs information of the 
candidates determined by the determining device. 

68. An apparatus according to Claim 67, further 
comprising a priority acquiring device that acquires user- 
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designated priority levels, wherein said determining devic 
determines the candidates for a service which can be 
provided within tthe upper limit of the charge according to 
the priority levels. 



